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plenary session of the Council The proponents of the scheme for
the reestablishment of the Patriarchate emphasized the fact that
"the state desired to be non-confessional, openly severing its alli-
ance with the church," and consequently the church "must be-
come militant and have its own spiritual leader." "We are enter-
ing a period of persecutions," declared Prince E. N, Trubetskoy,
while the Council reached the same conclusion after a deputation,
which protested against the secularization of parish schools, had
an unsuccessful interview with Kerensky. Somehow the thought of
a Patriarch became associated with that of a Tsar, while those op-
posed to the reestablishment of the Patriarchate brought forward
democratic and republican arguments*
The problem was solved by the upheaval of October 25, 1917,
when, frightened by the Bolshevik victory and anticipating a forci-
ble end to its work, the Council, desirous to leave behind it "a strong
power able to resist and influence the state authority," expedited
its activities. The endless debates ceased, and on October 30, to the
accompaniment of shots fired in the streets, the Council with an
incomplete quorum passed the resolution on the reestablishment
of the Patriarchate by 141 votes to 112, twelve abstaining from
voting. The majority constituted exactly a fourth of the entire
body. Yet on November 4 it was declared that supreme authority
over the church was not invested hi the Patriarch, but rested with
the Council, periodically convoked; that the Patriarch was only
primus inter fares and, like the administrative organs, was re-
sponsible to the Council.
Following the precedent of 1634, it was decided to draw lots for
the three nominated candidates. At the nomination Anthony
Khrapovitsky, an energetic leader of the conservatives, obtained
the majority, while Tikhon had the smallest vote, but on Novem-
ber 5, at the solemn gathering in the Cathedral of Christ the
Saviour, the nonagenarian anchorite Alexis drew Tikhon's name.
On November 21,1917, the "enthronement" of the Patriarch took
place at the Cathedral of the Assumption, and on November 26
there was a solemn procession with cross and banners in the Red
Square. According to the statements of both his friends and
enemies, the eleventh Patriarch of the Russian church was gentle
and yielded easily to outside influences. His enemies added that